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Big and Little

R. ATKINSNIMSHAL: 
In parshas Re’eh, the Torah lists the 
kosher and nonkosher animals. It 
explains that only animals that chew 
the cud and have split hooves are 
kosher. A few animals, however, only 
have one of these signs. Yet, when the 
Torah mentions them, it fi rst states 
the sign they do have, before it gives 
the sign it lacks. 

For example, the camel, which 
chews its cud but doesn’t have split 
hooves. The Midrash explains that the 
reason the Torah fi rst mentions the 
sign that the animal does have (even 
though the animal is still not kosher) 
is to remind us to look at the positive 
in all things, and to train ourselves to 
point out the good traits fi rst. It’s true 
for animals and people!

Dov and Dina were at the store with Mommy. They 

were buying school things for Dov for the new year. 

Mommy bought Dov some nice pointy pencils, and an 

eraser. She bought him a set of crayons in all the colors of 

the rainbow.

“I want to go to school as well,” said Dina. “The n I 

can also get new pencils and an eraser and crayons.”

Mommy smiled. “You’re not quite big enough yet. 

But you always tell me how much you love going to 

Morah’s.”

“But now I want to go to school,” said Dina. 

“You’ll have to wait until you’re older, dear,” said 

Mommy.

Dina sighed. When would she get big already? It 

seemed to be taking forever.

Mommy felt sorry for the little girl, and bought her a 

new pencil of her own, but Dina still wished she could 

go to school.

“Are you gonna play in the doll corner when you go back 

to school?” she asked Dov.

Dov stared at her. 

“Doll corner? We don’t have a doll corner in my class.”

“So where do they keep all the dollies and teddies?” 

asked Dina in surprise.

“We don’t have dollies or teddies. We’re big-school kids.”

“Oh,” said Dina. 

She thought about Morah’s doll corner. There were 

dollies, and teddies, and a dress-up box. All the children 

loved playing in the doll corner.

Who needed to get big?

She was quite happy to stay at Morah’s, thank you 

very much!   

ANSWER:   Yossi. Don’t praise Mr. 
Goldberg in front of Mr. Rubin in case 
Mr. Rubin gets upset about the loans. 
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