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Sweet Tooth

R. ATKINSNIMSHAL
In this week’s parshah, Yaakov gives 
Ephraim and Menashe a special 
brachah — that all of Klal Yisrael will bless 
their children to grow up to be like them! 
And to this day on Friday night, many 
parents give their sons a brachah to be 
like Ephraim and Menashe. But what 
made Ephraim and Menashe special 
enough that all boys are blessed to be 
like them? Our mefarshim explain that 
Ephraim and Menashe were so great 
because they grew up in Mitzrayim. 
Ephraim and Menashe could have been 
infl uenced by the wicked nation around 
them, but throughout their lives they 
remained great and loyal to Hashem. 
Wherever we are, we can choose how 
we behave and not be infl uenced by 
those around us, and that is what every 
parent wishes for their children.

Dov was in the dentist’s chair. He was having his 

teeth checked. The dentist did not look happy.

“Looks like this young man eats too much candy,” 

he told Mommy. “Or maybe he’s not brushing his 

teeth .”

“Of course he brushes his   teeth  ,” said Mommy.

“Well then, he has to eat less candy,” said the 

dentist.

“But he hardly ever has candy,” said Mommy in 

surprise. “He takes a healthy snack to school 

every day. Right, Dov?”

“Mm-hmm,” said Dov. It was hard to talk with his 

mouth open.

At home, Mommy looked at Dov. “It’s 

funny the dentist thinks you eat lots 

of candy.”

“Um — well —” said Dov. He didn’t look 

Mommy in the  eye.

“Dov! Are you hiding something?” she 

asked. “Is someone giving you candy 

without me knowing?” 

“Well — he’s not giving it to me.”

“What then?”

At last it came out. 

Dov and his friend were trading snacks at 

recess. Dov was trading his healthy food for candy! 

Mommy was not happy.

“This has to stop,” said Mommy. “Do you want 

holes in your teeth    ?”

“No,” said Dov.

“Well, next time he asks to trade, tell him your 

mother doesn’t let.”

Dov was nervous but did as he was told. His 

friend just shrugged and walked away.

Dov was hungry. He forced himself to eat the 

fruit salad Mommy had made.

Guess what?

It was great!   

YOSSI The rebbi may 
not add on extra value; 
that is ribbis.

YITZI The rebbi may add 
something of value if he 
originally said that he would.

Answer: YITZI.If one says one will 
pay extra for every passing day, it is 
not ribbis to add value to the owed 
amount. 
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